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THE VOCABULARY RECYCLING RULE

VOCABULARY & LITERACY .ﬂ

Eepeafed encounters matter. Use h‘, revisit h‘, remember it

@ THE IDEA

Learning a new word once

is not enough.

EAL learners need many
meaningful encounters
over time to remember,
use and apply vocabulary
with confidence.

See it.

Say it.

Use it.

Review it.

Own it.

IN THE CLASSROOM

e Plan for repeated exposure

across lessons and weeks.

¢ Use words in different
contexts and tasks.

e Encourage speaking,
writing and discussion.

» Make vocabulary visible

and accessible.
» Review and recycle
regularly.

* Celebrate when students
use new words

independently.
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THE 4 STEPS

Introduce new words meaningfully.

* Select high-value, topic-relevant words.

* Teach the meaning, pronunciation and form.
* Provide examples, visuals and non-examples.

* Connect to what students already know.

Examlpl"e: The word ‘impacf'" means a st{ren_g effect
or influence. It can be Iposr'ﬁuer or negaﬁve_

Not evzry'fﬁmg that is baj'f s an J'm’oacf‘.

Bring the words back in varied contexts.
* Use the words in reading, listening and speaking.
 Highlight them in texts and lessons.

¢ Include in visuals, examples, discussions and tasks.
* Model the words in your own language.

Emmlufe: Read a text Hr'_ghfa’ghf “a'mpact['.
Discuss its meam’ng. Watch a video. Use it in a debate.

Wn'fe a summary. Draw a GGHSB-—BICFECIL d.r'a‘gmm.

Give students chances to use the words.
* Use the words in speaking and writing tasks.

* Encourage accurate and appropriate use.

* Provide sentence starters and frames.

» Give feedback on use, not just meaning.

Exampfe starters: "The impacli of . was ..
This had a Fosffa'ue/negaf:’ue ;'mpacf because ..
“In my olpfm'on, the b{gﬁes* :'JV:r'leahﬂi i

Revisit regularly to build long-term memory.
* Recycle words across weeks and topics.

* Use retrieval activities and games.

+ Add new words to word walls and glossaries.

» Celebrate growth in vocabulary use.

Trg: Quick recalls, word games, quizzes, exit tickets,

PQ?’SOP’TGIII aﬁ'cﬁonarﬁes, -WOFOI D'F 'H’TB WGE&” C;’IG’#GHEES.

WHY IT WORKS

Repetition builds memory.
Multiple contexts build depth.

Confidence grows when words become part of a learner’s language.

EAL UPGRADE

+ Build word families and
collocations.

» Use semantic maps
to connect ideas.

» Teach prefixes, suffixes
and word parts.

TRY IT TOMORROW

—
= * Pick 5 key words
from your lesson.

* Plan how students will

see, use and review
them all week.

» Chack in and celebrate

thair use.

TEACHER LANGUAGE

“Let’s use this word in a
new sentence.”
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“Where have you seen
this word before?”
“Can you use that word
te explain your idea?"

EAL - LANGUAGE - LEARNING



