
Duncan Rose · Scaffold the language. Preserve the thinking.

Three-Pass Text
7 min · Pairs

Prepare
one short subject paragraph

Classroom task
First pass: read the title and whole short text to identify its central idea.

Teaching sequence
1. First pass: read the title and whole short text to identify its central idea.

2. Second pass: return to the text to locate the evidence needed for one focused question.

3. Third pass: resolve a reference or relationship that affects the answer, then explain how the
evidence supports it.

Worked example
Read a short account of a new trade route. First identify its central idea; next locate what
changed; finally resolve what “this change” refers to and explain one consequence stated in the
account.

Teacher prompt
What did each reading pass help you establish?

Independent transfer
Third pass: resolve a reference or relationship that affects the answer, then explain how the
evidence supports it.


