
DUNCAN ROSE · READING

Read the Axes
9 min · Solo → pairs

Prepare

a graph with two labelled axes

Teaching sequence

1. Read both axis labels, units and scales before describing the graph.

2. Locate one data point using the actual scale; check whether equal spaces represent equal

intervals.

3. Describe a trend over a stated interval and separate the visible pattern from a possible explanation.

Worked example

A temperature–time graph rises from 20 °C to 28 °C over four minutes. Use the axes to state an 8 °C

rise; the graph alone does not identify the heat source.

Teacher prompt

Which axis and scale support that numerical statement?

Scaffold the language. Preserve the thinking.


