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Trace the Pronoun
11 min · Pairs

Prepare

a paragraph with it, they or this

Teaching sequence

1. Find it, they, this or another reference word in the passage.

2. Identify possible antecedents and substitute each candidate into the sentence.

3. Choose the reference that preserves the surrounding meaning and explain your choice.

Worked example

“The plants received different amounts of light. This affected their growth.” Here “this” refers to the

difference in light, not simply to the word plants.

Teacher prompt

What does this refer to, and how does the next sentence help you decide?

Scaffold the language. Preserve the thinking.


